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SUBJECT: LIST OF IDENTIFIED PRIORITY PROGRAMS FOR CHED MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (CMSP)

Pursuant to Sections 8(i) and 8(n) of Republic Act No. 7722, otherwise known as the Higher
Education Act of 1994, the provisions of the annual General Appropriations Act (GAA),
existing policies of the Commission on Higher Education, and by virtue of Commission en
banc Resolution No. 408, Series of 2026 dated 17 June 2026, the Commission hereby
issues these guidelines identifying the national, regional, and gender-responsive priority
programs for the CHED Merit Scholarship Program (CMSP).

. RATIONALE

The priority programs aim to steer qualified applicants for financial assistance under the
CMSP toward enrollment in public or private higher education institutions (HEIs) offering
duly recognized or authorized undergraduate priority programs.

The determination of the priority programs resulted from consultations, discussions, and
deliberations conducted by the Technical Working Group (TWG), composed of
representatives from CHED Central Office units, including the Office of Programs and
Standards Development (OPSD), the Office of Policy, Planning, Research, and
Knowledge Management (OPRKM), and the Office of Legal and Legislative Services
(LLS), in coordination with the Unified Student Financial Assistance System for Tertiary
Education (UniFAST) Secretariat. Inputs were likewise provided by partner agencies,
namely the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), the Department of Economy,
Planning, and Development (DepDev), the Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA), the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), the Department of
Science and Technology (DOST), the Department of Migrant Workers (DMW), the
Professional Regulation Commission (PRC), the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCCI), and the Teacher Education Council (TEC), in alignment with the
updated Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2023-2028, Trabaho Para sa Bayan Plan
2025-2034, Philippine Creative Industries Development Plan (2025-2034), Turning
Point: A Decade of Necessary Reform EDCOM Il Final Report The National Education
Plan (2026-2035) on human resource demand projections based on DOLE’s Labor
Market Information (LMI) Report and the CHED A.C.H.I.E.V.E. Agenda.

To further support informed decision-making among prospective beneficiaries, CHED, in
collaboration with the Department of Education (DepED) and DOLE, shall strengthen and
intensify the promotion of identified priority programs through timely labor market
information, career counseling, orientation activities, and program advisories, thereby
guiding students toward programs aligned with national development goals and
employment opportunities.
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Scholars enrolled in any of the priority programs listed in this CMO may avail of benefits
under the CMSP, provided that financial assistance under the Tertiary Education Subsidy
(TES) of Republic Act No. 10931 shall not be duplicated. Scholars enrolled in State
Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and Local Universities and Colleges (LUCs) and
already benefiting from the Free Higher Education (FHE) under Republic Act No. 10931
may still receive CMSP financial assistance in the form of stipends, subject to the type of
scholarship granted.

In addition, CHED recognizes that access to higher education and subsequent
employment outcomes are influenced by gender and other intersecting factors such as
geographic location, ethnicity, disability, and socioeconomic status. The implementation
of CMSP priority programs shall be guided by a gender-responsive and inclusive
perspective, taking into account persistent disparities in educational and occupational
choices and opportunities. This approach aims to improve equitable access,
participation, and outcomes across priority programs and to ensure that all qualified
learners, particularly those from underserved and marginalized sectors, are adequately
informed, guided, and enabled to pursue programs aligned with national development
and labor market needs.

National Priority Programs

The identification of the national priority programs shall be guided by the following
parameters:

e Provisions of the annual GAA prioritizing programs aligned with Science,
Technology, Engineering, Agri-Fisheries, and Mathematics (STEAM) and key
growth industries;

e Emerging, in-demand, and hard-to-fill occupations, 21st-century skills, and green

jobs identified through DOLE’s LMI Reports;

Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028;

Trabaho para sa Bayan Plan 2025-2034;

Philippine Creative Industries Development Plan (2025-2034)

Tuming Point. A Decade of Necessary Reform EDCOM Il - Final Report: The
National Education Plan (2026-2035);

Priority occupations identified by DOLE and TESDA,

e CHED’s data on oversubscribed and undersubscribed programs, and

e CHED's A.C.H.LE.V.E. Agenda

DISCIPLINE PROGRAMS ALIGNMENT TO
CLUSTER A.C.H.LE.V.E. AGENDA KEY
INTERESTS/PRIORITIES
Science and 1. Biochemistry Natural Sciences, Mathematics,
Mathematics 2. Biology & Statistics
3. Biotechnology (recognized
as a standalone program) *Statistics - with separate
4. Chemistry scholarship

5. Environmental Science and
other related programs

6. Geology

7. Human Genetics

8. Marine Biology/Marine
Science
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10.

1.
. Physics/Applied Physics

Mathematics/Applied
Mathematics
Meteorology and other
related programs
Molecular Biology

Information
Technology
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Artificial Intelligence
Computer Science
Cyber Security
Entertainment and
Multimedia Computing
Game Development and
Animation

Information Systems
Information Technology
Library and Information
Science

Al and Digital Technology

Engineering and
Technology

o
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10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

1Z.
18.
19.
. Sanitary Engineering

Aeronautical Engineering
and other aviation-related
programs

Agricultural and Biosystems
Engineering

Ceramic Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Computer Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Electronics
Engineering/Electronics and
Communications
Engineering

Engineering Technology
Geodetic Engineering
Industrial Engineering
Industrial Technology
Manufacturing/Production
Engineering

Materials Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Mechatronics Engineering/
Robotics Engineering
Metallurgical Engineering
Mining Engineering
Petroleum Engineering

Engineering and Advanced
Manufacturing

Energy

Architecture and
Related
Programs

Oz N =

Architecture
Environmental Planning
Fine Arts

Interior Design
Landscape Architecture

Creative Industries
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Business and
Management
Education
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Accountancy and other
related programs.
Business Analytics (straight
or major)

Culinary Management
Customs Administration
Entrepreneurship
Hospitality Management
Logistics/Supply Chain
Management

Office Administration/
Management

Real Estate Management

. Tourism

Management/Tourism

Financial Services & Actuarial
Sciences

Tourism

Health
Profession

WM =

Doctor of Dental Medicine
Doctor of Optometry
Medical Technology/Medical
Laboratory Science
Midwifery

Nursing

Nutrition and Dietetics
Occupational Therapy
Pharmacy

Physical Therapy

Public Health

. Radiologic Technology
. Respiratory Therapy

Speech Language
Pathology

Health and Welfare

Maritime
Education

Marine Transportation
Naval Architecture and
Marine Engineering

Engineering

Social Sciences
and Humanities

Community Development
Development
Communication.

Human Services (Guidance
and Counselling)
Indigenous Peoples
Studies/Education

Peace Studies/Education
Psychology

Social Work

Inclusive Education

Creative Industries
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Teacher
Education

POy

o o

Culture and Arts

Early Childhood Education
Physical Education
Secondary Education
Majors in Science and
Mathematics

Special Needs Education
Sports and Exercise
Science

Technical Vocational
Teacher Education
Technology and Livelihood
Education

Inclusive Education

Multi and
Interdisciplinary
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Agribusiness

AgroForestry

Biomedical Engineering
Climate Change

Data Science and Analytics
Disaster Risk Management
Nuclear Energy
Renewable/Sustainable and

Agriculture

Engineering and Advanced
Manufacturing

Energy

Natural Sciences

Green Building
Technologies
9. Space Science

Creative Industry | 1. Digital Marketing Creative Industries

2. Fashion and Textile
Technology

3. Multimedia Arts

4. Performing Arts

The programs classified under the Agriculture and Agriculture-related cluster have been
excluded from the aforementioned priority list due to their specialized governance
frameworks. Unlike standard academic and technical fields, these programs operate under
the following independent scholarship and grant guidelines or based on the latest issuance
tailored specifically to their student takers and targeted beneficiaries:

e CMO 30, Series of 2016, “Implementing Guidelines for the Scholarship Grant
Program for Children and Dependents of Sugarcane Industry Workers and Small
Sugarcane Farmers (SIDA-SGP)”;

e CMO 02, series of 2020 entitled “Amendments to Sections llI, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII
of CMO No. 30, s. 2016”;

e CHED and Philippine Coconut Authority Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) No.
1, series of 2023 entitled “Implementing Guidelines of the Scholarship Program for
Coconut Farmers and their Families (CoScho)”; and

e CHED and Department of Agriculture JMC No. 2, series of 2024 entitled

“Implementing Guidelines of the Agricultural Competitiveness Enhancement Fund -
Grants-in-Aid for Higher Education Program (ACEF-GIAHEP).”
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lll. Regional Priority Programs

Regional Priority Programs are intended to address the distinct development needs,
economic priorities, and workforce requirements of each region. These programs shall
be based on the recommendations of the respective Regional Development Councils
(RDCs), as endorsed through the CHED Regional Offices (CHEDROSs), to ensure
alignment with regional development plans, industry demands, and emerging growth
sectors. By recognizing regional differences and opportunities, the Regional Priority
Programs enable scholarship assistance to contribute more effectively to local human
capital development and regional economic growth. In the absence of an updated
submission from the RDC, the recently approved list of Regional Priority Programs shall
remain in effect until superseded by a new issuance.

REGION DISCIPLINE CLUSTER PROGRAMS
I Business and Management 1. Economics
Education
Il Agriculture 1. Agriculture
2. Food Technology
3. Fisheries and Aquatic Science
4. Forestry
Teacher Education 5. Elementary Education
6. Secondary Education major in English
Criminal Justice Education 7. Criminology
Business and Management 8. Economics
Education
] Agriculture 1. Agriculture
2. Veterinary Medicine
Business and Management 3. Business Administration (all majors)
Education
Teacher Education 4. Elementary Education
5. Secondary Education (all majors)
v Maritime Education 1. Marine Engineering
V Multi- and Interdisciplinary 1. Agribusiness Management
Agriculture 2. Food Technology
Engineering 3. Food Engineering/Processing
Creative Industries 4. Creative Industries / Cultural Studies
VI Creative Industries 1. Fashion, Design, and Merchandising
2. Political Science
Social Sciences and Humanities | 3. Foreign Language
4. Journalism
Engineering 5. Packaging Engineering
VII Social Science and Humanities | 1. Communication
Teacher Education 2. Secondary Education Major in Filipino
3. Secondary Education Major in Social
Studies
4. Secondary Education Major in Values
. Education
posiness and Management | 5 public Administration
VIl Agriculture 1. Agriculture

Page 6 of 9




Teacher Education 2. Secondary Education in Major Filipino
3. Secondary Education Major in Social
Studies
IX Criminal Justice Education 1. Criminology
Social Science and Humanities | 2. Islamic Education
X Agriculture 1. Agriculture
2. Forestry
Science and Mathematics 3. Ecology
Social Sciences and Humanities | 4. Performing Arts
Xl Agriculture 1. Agriculture
2. Food Technology
XIl Criminal Justice Education 1. Criminology
Social Science and Humanities | 2. Islamic Studies
Agriculture 3. Agriculture
4. Fisheries
Teacher Education 5. Elementary Education
NCR Social Sciences and Humanities | 1. Communication
Teacher Education 2. Secondary Education Major in English
3. Secondary Education Major in Social
Studies
4. Secondary Education Major in Filipino
5. Secondary Education Major in Values
Education
CAR Social Sciences and Humanities | 1. Political Science
2. History
Teacher Education 3. Secondary Education Major ?n Filip.ino
4. Secondary Education Major in Social
Studies
Business and Management 5. Public Administration
Education
CARAGA | Agriculture 1. Agriculture
2. Fisheries
3. Forestry
Business and Management 4. Public Administration
Education
Social Sciences and Humanities 5. Literary and Cultural Studies
MIMAROPA | Business and Management 1. Business Administration major in
Education Financial Management
2. Business Administration major in
Marketing Management
3. Business Administration major in
Operations Management
Teacher Education 4. Secondary Education major in Social
Studies
5. Secondary Education major in Values
Education
NIR The region has not yet identified any regional priority programs.
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IV. Gender and Development (GAD) Responsive Scholarship Allocation and Priority
Programs

In accordance with the Gender and Development (GAD) Framework under Republic Act
No. 9710 (Magna Carta of Women), relevant constitutional provisions on equal access to
education, and applicable national policies on inclusive human resource development,
scholarship allocation shall promote gender equality by encouraging both women and
men to enroll in priority programs identified under the National and Regional Priority
Lists.

Scholarship allocation shall be based on verifiable labor market data, education
statistics, and national and regional development plans from competent government
sources. Subject to appropriations and demand, CHED may allocate scholarship slots to
encourage enroliment in undersubscribed priority programs at the national or regional
level, based on the following provisions where either gender is underrepresented:

e qualified female applicants in degree programs with low female participation; and
e qualified male applicants in degree programs with low male participation.

The CHED Regional Office (CHEDRO) shall vet and validate all priority programs prior to
scholarship award or confirmation to ensure alignment with official priority lists, labor
market demand, and GAD objectives.

The Full and Half Merit Scholarship shall promote balanced gender participation by
supporting qualified applicants in programs where their gender is underrepresented and
prioritize women’s empowerment by supporting qualified female applicants in priority and
non-traditional or emerging fields.

Nothing in this provision shall be construed as excluding any qualified applicant on the
basis of gender.

V. Review and Updating of Priority Programs

The Commission shall regularly review and update the National, Regional, and GAD
Priority Programs to ensure alignment with national development plans, regional
priorities, labor market needs, emerging industry demands, and the promotion of gender
equality and women’s empowerment.

Such a review shall be undertaken in consultation with relevant government agencies,
industry representatives, higher education institutions, and other stakeholders and shall
be supported by labor market information, gender statistics, and other evidence-based
data.

Any revision to the Priority Programs shall be approved through an appropriate issuance
of the Commission and shall take effect in the academic year specified therein.

VI. Career Development

CHED, in collaboration with the Department of Education (DepEd) and the Department of
Labor and Employment (DOLE), shall intensify the promotion of identified priority
programs through the Career Development Support Program (CDSP), ensuring that all
career guidance, counseling, and labor market information activities are
gender-responsive and inclusive. This shall include the integration of gender-sensitive
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materials and approaches that challenge occupational stereotypes and promote
awareness of diverse career pathways for all learners.

In this regard, CHED shall encourage the provision of career development interventions
that highlight non-traditional career options, including the participation of women in
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields and men in care,
education, and social development sectors, to help address persistent occupational
segregation.

For this purpose, all graduating beneficiaries of CHED StuFAPs are encouraged to
register in the PhilJobNet (philjobnet.gov.ph), a government online job portal, in order to
avail of job search assistance and other employment facilitation services. The PhilJobNet
shall likewise serve as a platform for accessing gender-responsive career information,
labor market insights, and guidance materials to support informed and non-discriminatory
career decision-making.

VII. Repealing Clause

All other existing orders and memoranda issued by the Commission, which are contrary
to or inconsistent with any of the provisions of this CMO, are hereby deemed repealed or
modified.

VIIIl. Separability Clause

IX.

If any part or provision of this CMO is declared invalid, the remaining clauses/provisions
not affected thereby shall remain valid and enforceable.

Effectivity

This CMO shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the Official Gazette or
in a newspaper of general circulation and after filing the required copy thereof with the
Office of National Administrative Register (ONAR) at the UP-Law Center, UP Diliman,
Quezon City, and shall remain in force and effect until revoked or amended.

For proper guidance and strict compliance of all concerned.

Issued this __ 2314 day of June 2026, Quezon City, Philippines

For the Co ission:

SHIRLE)Y/ C. AGRYPIS, PhD

airperson ‘/
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